
Thinking about residential aged care can raise a lot of questions, especially 
around cost. This short paper walks you through the basics so you can feel 
informed from the very first step

Updated 11 September 2026

What is residential aged care?

Residential aged care is for older people who no longer feel they can live independently 
at home. It brings together accommodation, personal care, and access to nursing 
support 24 hours a day, along with general health care, social activities, and everyday 
living services like meals, cleaning and laundry. In Australia, residential aged care homes 
are funded and regulated by the Australian Government, and must meet strict national 
Aged Care Quality Standards, so you can feel confident in the care and support on offer.

Pricing and fees

Moving into residential aged care is a big decision, and the fees involved can feel 
confusing at first. Here is a simple summary to get you started. You can access more 
detailed information via our Resources page — or even better, give us a call and we can 
talk you through it.

Everyday living costs

Every resident pays a basic daily fee, which covers everyday living costs — meals, 
cleaning, laundry, heating and cooling, and other day-to-day essentials. This is the same 
for everyone and is not affected by your financial situation.

Some residents also contribute towards their care and everyday living costs, but only if 
their income and assets are above certain thresholds. These contributions are means 
tested, capped, and assessed by Services Australia — not by us. If you qualify for 
government support, the government covers some or all of these costs on your behalf. 
Rest assured, clinical care, such as nursing and medical support, is funded by the 
government for every resident, regardless of means.

Cost of your room

While each home sets its own room prices, what you actually pay for accommodation 
also depends on your personal financial position — the government may cover some or 
all of it if your means are more limited.

Each person's situation is different, so understanding your own position matters as much 
as understanding the pricing and fees.

More information

You can find current suite pricing for each of our homes by heading over to our Marine 
Views or RiverSea pages on our website.  Finally, our team is always happy to talk 
everything through with you, so please do not hesitate to contact us.
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